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THE IOWA HOMEMAifER 
NOTE: The following was extracted from 
the October number of Ladies Home 
Journal. 
Miss Lita Bane, president of the Amer-
ican Home Economics Association from 
1926 to 1928, joins the staff of the 
Ladies' Home Journal this month as As-
sociate Editor in charge of Homemak-
ing. 
Miss Bane's career in her chosen field 
of home economics has given her a back-
ground of knowledge, of leadership and 
of stimulating human contacts such as 
few persons are privileged to enjoy. A 
graduate of the University of Illinois in 
1912, she has since taken a master's de-
gree at the University of Chicago, and 
has done additional graduate work at 
Columbia and Wisconsin. 
Beginning her professional career as 
a teacher, she became assistant professor 
of home economics at Washington State 
College. During the war she was en-
gaged in the food-conservation work of 
the United States Department of Agri-
culture, going from there to the Illinois 
Extension Service, where for five years 
she was state leader. 
Her clear thinking, broad-mindedness 
and genuine interest in home problems 
led to her choice as executive secretary 
of the American Home Economics Asso-
ciation, a position which she held for two 
years before becoming president of that 
growing body. 
Recently Miss Bane has been associate 
professor in charge of home economics 
and health in the University Extension 
Division of the University of Wisconsin, 
and also on the resident home economics 
staff. She is a member of the National 
Education Advisory Committee, recently 
called into being by Secretary of the In· 
terior Wilbur. 
Under Miss Bane's direction the Jour· 
nal will present to its readers a new and 
broader conception of the important busi-
ness of homemaking-a conception in line 
with her own expressed standard for the 
home, which has been incorporated into 
the permanent aims of the National Con-
gress of Parents and Teachers and has 
been widely used by this and other asso-
ciations. 
Miss Bane's own aim for the home-
maker is to have the home: 
Economically sound 
Mechanically convenient 
Physically healthful 
Morally wholesome 
Mentally stimulating 
Artistically satisfying 
Socially responsible 
Spiritually inspiring 
Founded upon mutual affection au<l 
respect. 
Lita Bane 
NoTE: The following editorial by 
Thirza Hull was taken f?·om the July-
A~tg. 1926 lOW A HOMEMAKER. 
Juliet Lita Bane is the new president 
of the Amer.ican Home Economics Asso-
ciation. She has a definite idea of t he 
position of Home Economics, and we a1·e 
quoting her ideas from an article that 
Lita Bane 
appeared in the Convention Daily at the 
r ecent convention. 
'' This is not t he first time that Home 
Economics has come to the crossroads. 
Our field is so new that within the mem-
ory of most of us there has been definite 
changes in its trend. 'Which way shall 
we take~ ' is again a question for us to 
consider. 
''The times have called into frequent 
use such words as dynamic, conflict, chal-
lenge, the firing line, as opposed to static, 
passive, dead cent er and others. There 
is constant suggestion of active, striving 
forces, of confounding and important 
problems clamoring for solution. 
''In the attempt to seek out and grap-
ple with the enemies of human happiness 
that exist today, what is the role of the 
home economist~ 
''We have long assumed that contrib-
uting to the proper feeding, housing and 
clothing of the human family was one of 
our obligations and we have acquitted 
ourselves with credit in this field. But 
other needs must be met if the good life 
is to be made more easy of accomplish· 
ment. Is the home economist interested 
5 
in the r apidly nsmg divorce rate, the 
crime wave, strikes, workmen's wages, 
city congestion, family incomes, wastes 
in industry and the many other questions 
growing out of the new social order~ 
''It is not enough to say that the in-
dustrial revolution changed the nature 
of the home. So it did, but it is more 
than a fact of historical interest. I t is 
a fact so significant as to cause t he 
question to be raised as to whether we 
any longer have need of homes. There is 
little to indicate that the home as an in-
stitution is passing, but much to indicate 
that there is confusion and uncertainty 
as to how it can best meet the family 
needs of the present day. 
''Some of our f ellow-workers in re-
lated fields are interested in this ques-
tion from their particular point of view. 
W e are interested from the point of view 
of the family itself. Social workers have 
some suggestions to make born of their 
experience, which has been largely with 
deficient homes, psychologists have had 
something to say r egarding children, 
family relationships and the relation of 
mental health to the homes in which we 
live, educators and ministers point out 
some function which the home might per-
form in r e-enforcing the work of the 
school and church, economists a r e inter-
ested in the family's income and in t he 
standard of living. 
''Are we suffi.ciently aware of the un-
answered question calling for truthful 
answers ~ Is our place among those on 
the firing line where the struggle with 
these vital problems is going on~ N ot 
laying down old r esponsibilities, are we 
nevertheless r eady to take on new~ 
Which way shall we take ~ '' 
Enrollment Shows Increase 
According to figures from the office 
of the Registrar, enrollment in the Home 
Economics Division at Iowa State Col-
lege shows an increase in every class but 
one, namely, a decrease of 17 in t he 
freshman class. This decrease is slight, 
however, considering the growth of t he 
junior colleges in Iowa . 
'l'he sophomore class showed a great 
increase, 24 more students being enrolled 
in this class this fall than last, making 
a tota l of 303. An increase of 2 students 
was made in the junior class, which t o-
tals an even 200 members. The seniors 
had the second greatest increase, 27 stu-
dents over the number enrolled last year. 
The class total is 189. An increase of 
41 students is noted in the Graduate Divi-
sion. 'l'he total increase for the entire 
Division of Home Economics is 77, with 
a total of 1,087 students. 
